Drowning is Preventable in California – www.preventdrowningca.com



· In 2004, there were 3,308 unintentional fatal drownings in the United States, averaging nine people per day.  Two groups, children under age 4 years, and 15 to 19 years old experience the highest drowning rates.

· Drowning is the second leading cause of injury-related death for children 1-14 years in the U.S.

· On average, 920 children 0-14 years and 362 children 15-19 years drown annually.

· At the time of the incidents, most victims were being supervised by one or both parents. 

· 46% of the victims were last seen in the house

· 23% were last seen in the yard or on the porch or patio

· 31% were in or around the pool before the accident 

· In all, 69% of the children were not expected to be at or in the pool, yet they were found in the water.

· 78% of infant drowning victims were not supervised.

· Among children ages 1 to 4 years, most drowning occurs in residential swimming pools.  Most young children who drowned in pools were last seen in the home, had been out of sight less than five minutes, and were in the care of one or both parents at the time.



Drowning prevention strategies include:
· Installation of barriers around bodies of water

· Inclusion of self-closing, self-latching gates on pool fences

· Increased use of personal flotation devices (PFD).

· Attendance in organized swim lessons.

RESOURCES & REFERENCES

RESOURCES:

Your organization (Here)

American Red Cross

www.bayarea-redcross.org
American Academy of Pediatrics

www.aap.org
Children's Safety Network

http://research.marshfieldclinic.org/children/Resources/Drowning/FactSheet
National Safety Council

www.nsc.org/library/facts/drown
U.S. Coast Guard, Office of Boating Safety 

www.uscgboating.org
The United States Lifesaving Association 

www.usla.org
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